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President’s Message

I suppose血at it would be reasonat)1e to say血at I

WaS bom into and grew up a=he Frankston
Baseball Club.血the year血at I was bom血e

Club’s executive comprised my Grandfather as

President and my fa血er as Secretary

Perhaps it was only by coincidence that the

Treasurer was presented with the additional

responsibility of becoming my Godfather.

Tb a large extent血e Frankston Baseball Club

WaS血e backyard for血e young O’Brien family

much to the delight of my bro血er and myself.

I have many fond memories of血e Club in血ose

days some of which are r∞Orded in this book and

Others which are revived as a con§equenCe Of its

Publication" In a similar way I am sure that for
many of its readers this book will bring back happy

memories of their association with the Club.

血this regard I extend on behalf of all past and

PreSent members sincere appreciation and con-

gratulations to Ian Purchase as血e au血or of this

fine publication. Ian has spent many hours in re-

§eaching, COmPiling data and piecing together the

material contained in this document which is in-

deed a fitting tribute to his enomous e徹)rt.



Earliest BeginnmgS
●

Baseball and crickct are cIosely related spor[s, bo血

historically and in血e range of skills required. It is

血erefore not too surprising that血e Frankston

Baseball Club originated from血e desire of mem-

bers of血e Frankston Cricket Club (est. 1880) to

improve血eir cricke血g skills by e§tablishing a

baseball club.

Baschau was played in VIctoria as far back as

1856, the participants being Americans, Who had

migrated here in血e rush for gold. The game really

began in Australia after A.G・ Sウa肋ng雷’’All

Americas一一tour of December 1888.

The Victorian Baseball League was fomed in

1880 with mai血y metropolitan clubs as members.

In 193 1 the Dandenong Baschall Association was

established and the Victori:m Provincial Baseball

League was fomed at a meeting in Ballarat in

1938.

The 40’s was a decade of extreme disruption

血roughout血e world - eVen those few nations

fortunate enough not to be invoIved in the global

COnflict could not escape its secondary e飾ects of

food and material shortages as traditional sup-

Plies dried up. In Australia, it was a time ofgrave
fear as our troops served overseas.

Yet Australia remained ”血e lucky country”, for

no invaders landed. Rebuilding of血e nation com-

II記nCed in血e posトWar Part Of血e decade despite

industrial unrest, im皿igration concem§, and血e

introduction of血e 40 hour working w∞k.

Frankston was booming: land was cheap and

WOkers could commute to血e new manufacturing

areas, eSPeCially near Dandenong, While living

near血e sea. The electric train to Frankston gave

血e town a m勾Or advantage over o血er parts of血e

Peninsula served by血e far sIower, and dirtier,

Steam trains. As a result of an increase in families,

Created by record birth rates, Frankston became a

favourite suburb for young families desperately

Wanting suitable housing.

Despite national and local developments, SPOrL

ing organisations continued to grow and the

Frankston B aseball Club was fomally established

at a meedng on 24 March. 1945. The fo1lowing

O]臨ce-bearers were elected:

President J , Beatty

Secretary什reasure「　　　　E. Johnson

DeIegate/Pub=city O櫛cer N.V丁W棚ams

P「actice Coach K. Lovitl

As wo山d be expected, Pioneering a new sport

On血e Peninsula was not an easy task for Club

O飾cials. En血usiasm was high but many players

Were inexperienced in血e rudiments of血e gane.

It血erefore took some time for血e experienced

Players to ’show血e way’to血e many youngsters

keen to play competitive baseball.

Prior to血e inaugural meeting,血e Club had

SuCCeSSfully applied to be ad皿itted to the Vic-

torian Baseball Association competition. As a

newcomer to baseball, the Club wa§ included in
”G’’Grade and competed against such clubs as

Williamstown. Port Melboume, Hawthom,
Newport and Prestige.

The first practice match was held on 7 April

at the Cranboume Road Reserve against

Footscray Technical SchooI Old Boys team.

De§Pite lack of match practice and the fact that

FTSOB were a far more experienced team,

Frankston did well to score five調nS against血e

OPPOSition’s four[een.

The opening match of血e 1945 season wa§ nOt

a successful one for血e newly-fom記d Frankston

Club. They were soundly defeated by血e highly-

experienced Epiphany club at No血cote. Ke脇

Lov砿Captain/Coach of血e tean, Was neVerthe-

less very pleased wi心血e perfomance§ Of some of

the younger n鳩血bers of血e team.

History was made on Saturday, 28 April, 1945,

when the Cranboume Road Reserve was the scene

Of血e first competitive baseball game in血e Ⅵc-

torian Ba§eball Association Series. Frankston

Played Haw血om in a fa§t matCh which resulted in

a w血for Hawthom by ten runs to three. Except for

a breakaway in Haw血om’s four血innings. which

re§ulted血six runs,血e you血ful Frank§ton Side

made a very good m如ch for血e wimers.

During血e first season血e aub §truggled to com-

pete against far more experienced teans. Hovever,

Players were becom血g attracted to血e game and a

foundatton was laid for future development.

Players who ”pioneered“血e first foray of血e Club

into competitive baseball血cluded血e fouowing:



持VT　脇llia朋s, N.部朋わIl,風力hnso", K

Lov紡R. Johuson,場Ham肋on, L PmめF Sめane,

B. hh榔On, T T加wariha,且Sおg舟場, W物IbのB.

Gγa)上K LeyshaれF McLean, H. 7Tc鳥le, B.

B〃肋履朋, F GIegOI男子Moγγお, B. 1侮0(鼻G. Ait-

虎巧and Mes邸MbPhe∬On, Phil帥s, Newel′ and

Ba青Cゆ

It is interesting to note血at血e ”Rudiments of

Baseball” were published in the 5 April, 1945

edition of ’“The Standard’’in order to familiarise

readers with血e ba§ic essentials of血e game. As a

new sport on血e Peninsula, “The Standard’s’一

COVerage WaS On a Weekly basis wi血reports and

result§ Of matches, along wi血best players and

Out§tanding plays.血addition. Radio Station 3DB

broadcast血e results of血e main games. A speeial
’一Sports Parade一一was put over by 3KZ every Friday

evening which covered血e highlights of games

from血e previous week.

As a re§ult of Frankston’s geographic Iocation,

the Executive of the Victorian Baseball Associa-

tion provided financial assistance to clubs and

umpires making the trip to Frankston’s home

ground - ten Shillings for a club and two shillings

and sixpence for each umpire!

血an endeavour to have a headquarters for

baseball,血e Victorian Baseball Association ar-

ranged for the use of Olympic Park for eight

Saturdays during血e 1945 season. Such a deeision

ProVed a disaster as o血y the receipts from血e final

round enabled the accounts to be balanced!

FRANKS“「ON JO看NS DANDENONG日ASE甘A○○

ASSOCIAJION

The Dandenong Baseball Association resumed

OPerations in 1946 after being in recess for four

years because of血e Second World Wan The team§

血at made up血e Assooiation血at year were Dan-

denong, St James (later to become Saints),

Dandenong Imperials, Springvale, Oakleigh, Or-

mond Park, and Frankston.

FraIlk§ton’s entry into the Dandenong Baseball

Ass∝iation血1946 proved to be a successful one.

Their first match in血eir new competition wa§

Played at Dandenong on 4 May, 1946 and resulted
in a 15II win against St James・ The first match at

the Cranboume Road ground took place血e fol-

lowing week - 11 May, 1946 - against Springvale.

Players who played in血at team included K Zovれ

(C), R. Joh榔On, J Bowes, R. Lockwoo4 V幼調/e,

M Mo岬an, F Morr塙E Hamilion, andMdyoγ V

Rowe・ The following week saw血e team record a

12I8 win against Dandenong血呼s - a tean血at

alway§ ProVided tough opposition to Frankston

tea血s of血at em.

A§血e team developed in team ski皿s, experien∞

and confidence it soon beeame very competitive.

Wins were recorded against far more experien∞d

teams and en血usiasm within the Club increased

心血c血ly・

On Saturday, 17 May 1947, Frank§tOn SOOred a

huge win over Presbyterian at Dandenong - 42/1 -

at血at time a record score in any one match in血e

Assooiadon. F皿血er血ProVement reSulted in血e

tean conte§ting血e 1947 finals. The first semi-

final played against Oakleigh resulted in a 6/3 win

for血e Frankston team, despite two r皿S be血g

§COred by Oakleigh止血e 7血imings. Frankston

responded wi血a fur血er two rms and ano血er in

the 8血to clinch血e game. Safe血ts were rcoorded

by J O’Bγie競(3), K LOV塙J. S加a虎; C CLerwood

⊥ Bowes. V RoweタL.上ockwood (2) L重ねgねsめ職

aI競魚心巌so職(1).

In the preli皿inary final against Springvale,

Fra細kston was considered u血ucky to lose as a line

drive was narrowly missed at left field res山ting in

3則nS.血the final imings HaIlkston left則merS

On bases狐d Springvale eventually won 4/1. The

Imperials defeated Sp血gvale 1 1〃血e following

Week in血e grand final.

The 1948 season resulted in FraIlkston once

again reaching血e finals a血er comple血g soII腿

OutStanding victories, in panic山ar a 37ro result

against Oakleigh Golds ,血a spectacular semi-final

game against血e Red Imps. scores were tied at 5

all in血e 9血innings. De§Pite outstanding pitch血g

and inspiradon from Frankston’s captain, Cめr高e

CαrWOOd,血e Imperials scored血e ne∞SSary run

in血e 11th innings `o win血e match 615.

血血e alトimportant area of ad皿i血stration,血e

Club wa§ indeed fortunate in having two members

Of血e O’B′ie競同朋iめ, in executive position§・ Ⅵl-

1iam was President from 1948-55, Whil§t John. his

SOn, WaS S∞retary from 1948 until 1961. John’s

administrative skills proved to be invaluable in

attending to the wide range of issues faced by a

Club in its early stages of development.
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F調nkstonさasebali ciub " 1950

Back Row: D. Bea巾SmOre, 」. Hyde, G. Strongman, S. NichoIIs, J. O’Brien, T Hunler l" Beadei, G. Seabrook

Front Pow: K, BIack, D. Perry, P Eggleston (Scorer), D, Sw恥J. SaIeeba

In血e late 40’s, Club me皿bership for senior

Players was ten shil血gs ($1.00), Whil§t juniors

Paid five shi皿ings (500).血Mareh 1948. the Club’s

bank balance was l l pounds ($22.00).

As more players beeame attracted to血e game,

血e overall streng血of血e Club increased. The

acquisition of sone fine players, tOge血er with the

grooming of younger players for positions in

Senior teams. resulted in血e Club becom血g highly

reapected in baseball circles.

Players who represented血e Club in血e late

1940’s included血e following:

J O’Brie桝, L. Lockwood; L. Eggleston, K

hv広州. Morg伽, J. Smaわ, V.jtowe, C. C!JIWOOd

/ W砂f色R. MdβOd T Cmmme” G. Jq伊, R.

H吃gi職bo幼く肋. r.Eva朋, L P筋a履, G. Ct坊W

」池砺W施Gi〃v朋男R.力hnson,月. α車pe基尺・

柁o朋賜れ, E. Hamilめn, G. ParI % 1砲lめce, L.

Har4 J MdKenzie, B. Sto"e, C柚yfo# D. Smi碕

R. W池坊J. Bowes, D. Miller伽d P O’Brien.

THE 1950’s

The 1950’s proved to be a very successful era in

血e血story of血e Club. Premierships were won by

血e AGrade team in 1953 and 1957,血e B Grade

in 1957-58, and血e C Grade in 1959.

In A Grade, Imperials, Saints and Cheltenham

COnSistendy provided all teams wi血strong opposi-

tion and Frankston,s encounters wi血such teams

generally re§ulted in matches being of a very high

Standard.

The Club gradually diversified its activities wi血

visit§ tO O血er clubs, for example, matChes at Bal-

larat against血e We血douree Club. Such inter-Club

Visits, COmbined with Victorian Provincial

Baseball League camivals at Ballarat. Bendigo,

Geelong and Wbngaratta provided players wi血

invaluable experience. The social side of血ese

visits was never overlooked and club me重血bers

e亘ioyed血emselves at a variety of ongani§ed and

impromptu activities.

Apart from premiership wins, Frankston As

Were rumers-uP in 1950 (minor premiers for血at

year), 195 1狐d 1958, When Cheltenhan defeated

血em 3Il in a very tight final. As a measure of血eir

OVerall streng血,血e Frankston A Grade tean co皿

Peted in every finals series in血e 1950’s. wi心血e

exception of 1955.



F「種nkston Basebali club " 1956

Back Row: M. FIetcher, P O’Brien, E, Metcher, G. Je惰s, G, Drough

Front Row: J, SmaIe, J. SaIeeba, J. Metcher (Captain), W. Metcher

The result of having bo心血e A and B Grade

teams in血e grand血Ials of 1958 prompted血e

Frankston ”Standard’’27 August, 1958 to make血e

め1重ow血g c○Ⅲ鵬nt:

調it is a c「edit to the Club that i=s abie to produce

Players of high standa「d year afteryear, and it is hoped

that a third side can be fomed next year.n

A third side,血e C Grade, WaS entered in 1959

and perfomed mngnificently for the en血e season.

血血e semi-final血ey amihilated Chelsea 21/1,

defeated Saints lO/1心血e preliminary final㍉md

ProVed far superior to Cheltenham in the grand
final by winning 15/3. Apart from exce11ent field-

ing and pitching from J蜘Metcher,血eir batting

- 46 nlnS tO 5 in the three finals matches - WaS

Simply outsta皿ding.

血addition to having strong local talent,也e Club

acquired血e services of such players as A(f助r-

γiくねe a職d Jgiv Me!cher (bo血ex-Collingwood),

Cl砺Carter肋d C′arγie CαrWOOd (both ex-

Footscray), GeqがHaw鳥er (Originally from WA)

狐d Ge坊DIり〃gh (B血1a重如).

V砺′抗a肋O ’Bγあn re血ed as President in 1953 and

AぴB重lr庇由e provided very capal)le leadership for

the next four years. During血e 1950’s, A and B

Grade matches were played at血e Cranboume

Road ground wi血Jubilee Park and Bru∞ Park as

extra grounds for C Grade matches.

The Dandenong Baschall Association’s a縦lia-

tion fee was today’s equivalent of $6.30, Whilst血e

ground rental was $10.50. 1995 charges for血ese

fees are in exce§S Of one thousand dollars!

Than§POrt心血ose days was a big problem,

Particularly for away games. Rod McCわ脇nd has

Vivid memories of many team members being

transported in αarrie C#rWOO擁truck or in Len

Eggle駒庇utihiy. No details are available as to

What happened when it rained!

S∝ial matches were played in 1956 against血e

Diamond Valley and Greensborough Clubs.

Players who represented也e Club in血e 1950’s

included血e follow血g:

J O増亮白もJ馳C α棚o互のMe肋膨ら月
O’BrねJe, G J街もG.励gwa巧J Jd脇倒R.捌ggin

boiha朋, R. McClelland, J. McClelland, S.

McCわ脇I登匂K B放た瓜Beaれ必mo確, W FわめI郎

D Be虎w肋, H l陥寂坊D. O∵N窃14 B. N沈ho旬G



肋舶S輯CDαV亙G肋oたふ月加わG
D魅力倦み協約脇e′ J組めeb鴎J月寄γV物B.軸

DPeI男B.履Lセ畑関れ,L Be脇を鼻息砂嶋A
月初めの均分Abbo玖L履履J句的職タ均G
雁舶& G W加ele鴨P Bo柳狐巧M B肋伽, L克肋膨阜

M俄か加青重め昭n,兄M徹おの筋J Be砿

丁H各1960,s

The Club rebuilt it§ §quad of players in血e late

1950’s and early 196O’s. Players such as Geq研

DIOαgh, Mick F!eiche基Paαl O’Brien, GeQ筋Haw-

加賀Graeme SeabIOO4 Peier Leaね肋d C′紡

Davお, ei血er re血ed or left血e Club. A new group

Of players including Jim Saleeba, B朋Ce肋d Ji朋

Harve男Ke脇Be#le阜, LeS ng, Go′めれMo"on,

and Ian Beadel, joined ’’veterans一一Rod McCfe施脇

and Go′めれJ# to fom血e foundation of yet

ano血er powe血I team.

血1962血e Club’s policy ofdevelop血g younger

Players was vindicated when血e A Grade tea皿WOn

血e grand血1a1 8A ngainst Saints at Bohbeach.血

血e sane year,血e Association established an

Under 16 competition. Frankston’s junior players

displayed considerable maturity and detem血ation

ln Wlmlng COnSeCutive premiership§ in 1964-65.

Apat from血e A Grade and Under 16’s, nO O血er

Premierships were achieved, however,血e A’s were

rumers-uP to血e Saints in 1963, C Grade in 1969

ngainst Noble Park. and血e Under 16’s in 1969

ngainst Cheltenham.
C伽′庇aJrWOed, a Veterm Of many games for

Frankston and血e Dandenong Baseball Ass∝iafron,

A Grade P事emierS ・ 1962

Back Row: T Sea「Ie, G. Morton, l. Beadel, B. Harvey, J. Harvey, G. Je備s

Front Row: K. Bettles, R. McCle=and, J. SaIeeba, L, Hyde



A. Bredin (President DBA) presenting the 1 962

Premiership Cup to Bod McCIelland

left血e aub in 1961 to develop血e St Chads Club

at Bonbeach. J匂節e Me!cher also left to assist him.

Club Coaches in the 60’s were J(折汚Mefdわ鯵

わhn O’Brie購, Rod Mcαella競匂Nom l彬〃s and

Rの' αとqα,le. Club Presidents we重e John S棚le,

Pa訪0 ’Bγien, John O ’BI加n伽d F朋k H紡. hh"

0’Brien, after outstanding service as ecretary

from 1948-61, re血ed to assist Rod Mcαelわnd in

COaChing dudes. He later occupied血e position of

President in 1966-67.

The 60’s will be remembered for some very

interest血g sooial activities, in pa血eular when Ray

α卿Ie was Coach. Ray. in company wi血quite a

few other me血bers of血e team, really eI互oyed a

few cleansing ales after a gane. As a 6.00 p.m.

restriction on血e sale of alcohol applied血those

days, Curtains in血e club rooms were hastily drawn

during social functions, and ”lookouts●’placed on

guard. The tension was usua11y broken wi他心e

aIrival of a cer[ain memt鳩r ofthe A Grade te到m on

血s way home from work as a member of血e Police

Force. This paIticular member, neVer One to let a

Chance for a few ales to go by, WOuld arrive in

his o飾Icial van, blue lights flashing, and charge

血rough the fron章door. His entrance was, tO Say

血e least, dramatic, and many ales were con-

Sumed in order to retum one’s nerves to an

acceptable level !

On ano血er o∞aSion, a barl鳩Cue at Bタでa" Jac薙

nursery in Seaford was invaded by a gang of

drunken you血s. Such individuals stretched血eir

luckjust a wee bit too far when血ey sampled血e

team’s “一supplies”. After baseball bats were

PrOduced, the invaders decided血at血eir luck was

わout to run out so血ey left and “一gate-CraShed“’a

netball party down血e road!

Bγian Jack was a coIo血I character but he had

one intense dislike - CatS! When the male皿embers

Of血e cat finly were croon血g sweet no血ing§ tO

their lady friends, Brian would fetch his tmsty slug

gun and. accord血g to De融Bea動肋Ont, all hell

would break loose!

For many players血e end of season trip away

COincided wi血a three day lightring premiership at

COuntry CentreS. T血s event becan記an endurance

`est for many players as血e o鯖L丘eld activide§

usually resulted in血e Club struggling to field a

team on血e血1al day!

In order to combine the best of bo血world§ -

baseba11 and socialising - the Club visited

Baimsdale for a lightning pre皿iership prior to血e

Start Of血e 1968 season, and to Wbngaratta after

the §eaSOn had concluded. The Club’s Armual

Report of 1968 regarded血ese visits of some sig-

ni鯖cance and reported血e follow血g:

l’The Frankston BasebaiI Club wii=ong be remem-

bered for thei「 efforts in these two count「y cent記S,.

Fur血er inve§tigation of血e participant’s ”ef-

forts-i wa§ nOt COnSidered appropriate. Su鯖ce to

Say that our lads really e亘ioyed血emselve§!

An incident fro皿血e 1963 grand final between

FraIlk§tOn and Saints is worth mendon血g mainly

because it concemed血e decision一皿aking of an

umpl重e・

Rod Meαe施nd recalls being ”flattened’一by

Fred Rogers at 2nd base.血血e一’get-tOge血er.一也at

followed, Ro(鼻|es H畑e,舟edRoge岬, Ja〃 Beadel,

and a ftw Saints players were sent off by血e main

umpire. Don An郷的職g, This exodus resulted in

insu餓cient players being availal)le for血e ga皿e to

COntinue. After血e u皿Pire was gently advised by

Rod of his error,血e umpire consulted wi心血e

Other umpires and血e ”o任enders” were a皿owed to

remm. Crowd participation a=his stage reached its

peak and血e noise was deafening.

Le$, Ro(鼻F膨d and a few others were sub-

Sequently reported. Rod decl血ed血e opportunity

to attend血e tribunal and received a four week
’’enforced holiday“’. Les f砂de d山y attended and



rumour has it血at he was ”given血e l戴nefit of血e

doubt’一, a decision血at Rod found somewhat mind-

boggling !

Players who represented血e Club in血e 1960’s

included血e following:

JV. 1彬l旬G. Morf0n, J Harve男F l砺桝ersldy

K Leveso職, B. Lee, R. Abbo玖D. LeyShan, L ftyくね

P Co朋che基B. Renwick G. Allis鋤W O’Brie砂

州G糊#e肩(Zg烏A. Foタもe$ D. Bea肋0研P Cめ帝

Å. A働かco均B. Abbo硬L. R此奴)CA, G. Dickeタ的G.

Cba/es, m O増高e巧P F短cねf! Richa競れG.

1砺施ns, C C偽吻,eザe財R・ α四四肥州l椛庇h R・

B朋gg, C Fe傍uson, F Sa加woo巧E S(肋舞,Or4 R.

Iセ岬鮒On, J α躯7eザe均月H番l鼻M Ba庇e鯵P

Cbqf,e青R. McClel履W Bα”榔タJ. Richa′凶P

ReiみL Sig朋り巧L DのB.九cたR.柁schemわぽ

C McClellan4 R. Mcαellan4 B. C舶b初ee, P

Gわ撮りJ D青a男P AゐI榔, T B隊mS, R・ l侮l塙G・

Alljsり) W O鳩rien, J. Sdleeb句B. Harve男J. O’-

Bγien, J. De lb$ K Be融e$ P GayJo基P J堆砂J.

Cbc肋g, C A沈高祖R. HarW00`鼻P Cb職nache革L

Jo朋わh鼻C言醜榔tWOO(鼻B. Ricke旬G. RichaItおon,

L Ba加鯵R. D∽寄gan, K Blac亙R. α磁r a融M

McRobe舶.

F旧STしIFE MEMBER

h 1961, Jdhn O’Brien was elected血e first Life

Member of血e Club. Such an award was血oroughly

deserving ∞usidering John’s outstanding servi∞ as

a player; COach, Captain and administrator.

THE 1970’s

The 1970’s was an era血at saw Cheltenham a very

StrOng Club in tems ofpremiership wins (7 in AJi

and C Grades), Noble Pak won flng§ in血e ”even”

years of ’72,’74 and ’76, and Bonbeach finally won

its first A Grade flag by defeating Frankston in血e

grand final of 1978.

In 1971 the Association introduced the first Pee

Wbe League. Iryndale joined血e Assooiation in

1970 w皿st Dandenong A disbanded in 197 l.

Sporting clubs invariably encounter probleⅡ鳩

血at manifest血emselves in many areas of a club’s

OPerations.血197 1 when Club administrators took

drastic action against血e behaviour of some junior

Players,血e all-important atmosphere at血e club

Was Seriously impaired. As a consequen∞, On-field

perfomances suifered and, aS a reSult of minimal
SOCial activities,血e Club experienced financial

Problems.
A lange number ofplayers resigned in 1972 wi血

the result that there were insu鯖cient numbers of

Senior players for血e various teamS. Junior players

had血eir careers ’一ao衰lerated’’, and finany血e Club

WaS relegated to B Grade from 1973 until 1975.

There is no doubt血at the event§ Of 1971172 had a

hig血y undesirable e餓鵜t On血e overall develop-

ment of血e Club. Al血ough the Club recovered,

Subsequent administrators have been fully aware

Of血e fact血at w皿st disagreements do ooour in

Clubs from血ne to tine,血eir resolution requires

Speedy action before当divisions ” are estわ耽hed.

血a highly positive step, Club o鯖cials e皿-

barked on a long-OVerdue recruiting canpaign

Wi心血e res山t血at players gradually beeame at-

tracted to the Club.

The B Grade team,血e o血y team entered血

Senior compedtion, WaS rumer-uP in 1970 and

1973, Whilst血e Under 15’s finally achieved血eir

first premiership win in 1973. With血e ex∞Ption

Of 1972 and 1976, finals appearances for血e

remainder of血e 70’§ Were mi止血al. apart from血e

allでOnquering B Grade premiership of 1975,血e

A Grade (reinstated in A Grade in 1976) who were

則merS-uP to Bonbeach in 1978.血e Under 15’s

rumers-uP to Bonbeach in 1970, and血e Under

17’s who were finalist§ in 1977 and 1979.

Club n記sidents du血g血e 1970’s weref砂のq,一

pめRod施α硯南and M放0翻りa.血1976,
Ma庇O’B広劾WaS el∞ted as President. a pesidon he

has held to血is day PeterFfty GnIha桝P肋のd

Ma虎OBIicn Were aub Coaches.

TWo members of血e Club were inducted as Life

Members - Rod %Clelland in 1971, and Pa(軍1

0’Brien in 1977.

Rod joined血e Club in 1950 when his family

moved from Queensland in 1949. A fomerjunior
rugby player, Rod quickly adopted血e baseball

COde and as a result ofhis en血usiasm and competi-

tiveness, Played a皿勾Or role in Frankston wlnrmg

Premierships in 1953, 1957 and 1962. His con-
tribution to the Club was invaluatle as over血e

year§ he occupied血e positions of Ttねm Captain,

Senior and Junior Coach, and Club President. He

WaS a Player readily suited a§ a S∞Ond baseman

and he was a very capal)le batter.

Pall1 0 ’Bγien commenced at the Club in 1949.

He §uCCeSSfully combined血e duties of a com-

mittee member - President and Treasurer - With

the on-field responsibilities of player, Ttam

Captain and Club Coach. Paul will long be

re皿e血bered for his contribution to the Club

Winning the 1953 and 1957 premierships, in

Particular血e 1957 grand final when he gave an



inspirational address to his players before the

gane. As aj unior coach, his influence was consid-
erable and many past and present senior players

Were indeed fortunate to have Paul as their coach

in their formative years.

The Under 13 team of 1 976 had an exceptional

year, being runners-uP for血e season despite a

two week disqualification by the Dandenong

Ba§eball Association Junior Executive.

It was discoveIed by Assaciation o餓cial§血at one

ne重量書ber of血e tean wa§ ineligible to play beeause his

dae of bi血exceeded Assaciation regulations.

Whilst Club o鯖cials would normally have ac-

CePted such a則Iing as being an ove重sight on血eir

Part, in血is partic山ar ca9e血ey were furious as

血ey did not receive血e Association notice advising

血em of a change in policy regarding血e age limit§

Of players. Despite varied Club protests,血e team

Su舐嬉ed血e following ’“penalties一’:

1. Points we「e deducted,

2. The entire team was suspended for two matches.

Understandably,血e Club was not pleased wi血

SuCh harsh ”penalties’“ being imposed on a tean

Whose o血y concem was playing血e game.

The Under 17’s were also invoIved in a con-

troversial decision towards the end of the 1976

SeaSOn. This time it concemed the ’’5皿inute rule’’

血at is, an imings camot be started wi血Iess血an

5皿inutes to go.

Unfo血mately,也ough血e Club felt血e decision

given was血e correet one, it did place undue pres-

Sure On血e team. Vi血a finals berth at stake, bo血

tea血LS had to go back to Cheltenham血e follow血g

Week to play血e final innings. Frankston lost血e

ProteSt inIlings血ereby plac血g血e tea皿just 2

POints outside血e final fo皿Despite血eir disap-

POintment,血e tea皿Showed great sportsmanship

after血e match had concluded.

Sαe Nicoloa# (nee GIoury) was el∞ted as

S∞retary in 1977, a POSition she held unti1 1991.

E鯖cient and en血usiastic, Sue carried out her

Wide-ranging duties extremely we皿and provided

invaluable support to Mark O増加" aS President

and to other members of血e Committee.

The Club entered 3 (eans - A, B and C Grade -

for血e 1978 season, the first血Ie血is had hapr

Pened for many years. Wi心血e exception of血e C

Grade - Who mis§ed out playing in血e範nals by one

game一心e A and B Grade teams made it through

to the final§.



7O’s youngsters Biii and Mark O’B面en

L側I Po訪e砺waite, a naturally gifted ball player,

Victorian representative and Australian All Star,

became血e first Frankston player in 1977 to win

血e ”O’Brien Medal’一for血e best player in AGrade.

Players at血e Club during血e 1970’s included

血e fbllow血g:

G. Allise男D. Bea肋on4 T助r7場W助朋S, R.

α?qαJle, N Crtzb加ec, A. Cnc,WCh, C C城四eザe姓

B. Dodson, J. Dnα男P Gloきく男D. Iove. D・ MackJe,

M O,B肩e職, W O’B肩en, P Richarみ, L. R糊丸めcた

月Sanル00巧R.乃sche朋め砺州l彬lれR. Wと初, P

F巌′n勤W S肋e′ W Sa肋de岬, W MaheJ T

Iove14 R. GIi節で履N WをIsh, G. Legge, M A朋e阜,

J. Dav壇, R G′師n, C Meαelland R. McCle枕'姫

L Sig棚時B. Cmb飯嶋P Game事G. Ct桝n加g’R.

Bechaz, P Ch躯タe研e姓P Ch躯,edie14 P Mb-

G脇吻C Fe崎榔O職, R. Fe喝的On, N Shq巌均M

上ac男W DavれL Posile〃"硬ite, K B〔o男N Ba手

虎男州K脇an, L W紘on, M O’S加a, P Å物証gton,

J. MbComb, T Halls, G. Peγ男C Love, L Bnαck一

度)しG. Cb成句L O’Brien, P Gi脇肋L Hatch, J

O$朋On匂D. α肋e男L Cmg andM B諦めcた

丁H各1980’s

The Frankston Baseball Club reasserted itself at

Dandenong Baseball Association and Victorian

Provincial Baseball League levels of competition

during the highly even血I1 1980’s

The Club won senior premierships in 1988 (A

Grade) and in 1984 (A Reserve), and were run-

ners-uP in C Grade in 1982-83’and AReserve in

1987. At血e junior level, Premierships were won

by the Under 17,§ in 1983, the Under 15’s in 1982

and 1987. and the Under 13’s in 1980. Thejuniors

COntinued血eir amazing run of grand final ap-

pearances by being runners-uP ten times - Under
17’s in 1980-81, ’82言84 and ’86,血e Under 15’s

in 1980-81 and’86,andtheUnder 13’sin 198l and
’83.

MoIlash University dom血ated血e AGrade com

petition by winning six consecudve premiers血ps

betw∞n 1980 and 1985,Such a record currently

appears to be in no danger of be血g equaued let

alone ecnpsed.

The AReserve team of 1984 lost o血y two games

for血e season and showed tre皿endous detem血a-

tion to r∞OVer from O/2 in血e 9血im血gs to defeat

Cheltenham 3/2. An訪ew PI rChase capped o鯖a

great year for血e team by wiming血e ”O’Brien

Medal’’in血e A Reserve section.血wiming血is

medal Andrew beeame血e o血y player in Club

history to have won血is award and been a nle血ber

Of血at year’s premiership team.

A fu血er honour was bestowed upon血e Club

when it wa§ aWarded血e ’’Neil Pend∞k Trophy’’

for血e Champion Club in 1984.

The A Grade win of 1988 is now part ofDan-

denong Bascha皿Association and Club history

when Frankston and Bonbeach played血e first tie

in a grand final. Frankston won血e replay 13/3血e

following week.

Additional "O,Brien Mledal" wirmers for血is

Period were M附舶ツHo枕es (A Grade 1989),

Neville X噂ht (B Grade 1988), and rfe O ’Bγie"

(C Grade 1983).
Club Coache§ during血e 1980’s were Ma庇

O’Brien, Chris Love, M"γ青ay Hol桝es, Davjd

SiJ呼$On, Daryl Dicke青and Mわ履e; K搬ger, a

fomer veteran of many aaxton Shield camivals.
In 1981 Mark O’Brien became the 5th Life

Me血ber of血e Club. Mark’s血voIvement血all

are錐of血e Club - Senior andjuniorplayer at Club,

Ⅵctorian Provincial B aseball 1月ague, Dandenong

Baseba11 Ass∞iation and Australian junior levels

Of competition, Senior and Junior Coach, Secretary

and President of the Club and Association皿Ore

血an justified him receiving this prestigious award.

Off the field, tWO impomt changes in血e

Club,s operations (OOk place. Firstly’in 1985血e

Club obtained legal status particularly as far as

financial matters were concemed. when it beeaIne

incorporated. Secondly, a Restricted Club Pem血

was bbtained to a11ow血e Club to sell alcohol.

The Dandenong B aseba皿Association rocorded

14 camival championships during血e 1980’s.

Frankston had rep記sentatives in a11 winn血g tea血LS

- Senior§, Colts, and Under age levels - §Ome Of

Which were multiple wirmer§. It was血deed a high-

1y successful decade for the Association at

Ⅵctorian Provincial Baschall League level, and of



COurSe血e Frank§tOn Club. Unfortunately血e o血y

Association team to win a premiership in 1988一

皿e 50th Amiversary of血e Vhctorian Provincial

Baschall League - WaS血e Under 17’s at血e Bal-

larat Camival. This team went through the

Championships undefeated血ereby wi皿ing血e

first Under 17 chanpionship since 1982. The bat一

心g ability ofthis team was quite remarkal)le in血at

they scored 81 runs to the opposition’s 15!

Frankston representatives were Gare肋Finne))

Dav材Jones and Shoon VI偽itehead. The Coach

and Assistant Coach of血is prestigious nne-uP

Were nOne O血er血an血ose two coIorful characters,

PeJer G/oI(ry伽d Andnew Jones.

The C Grade competition of 1983 was par-

ticulady interesting.血fact, it could very well have

been unique.

The Cl team. captained by De融Bea肋0項

Wi血M言c加わW初めeγ aS Scorer. was comprised of

血e following players-M Ba′加賀P Gi脇塙G脇l匁

D. Bea脚綿O項M L地肌G GめI登のR α彫e馴れa碑,

M山肌e, F 」如蛮玖N W軌碗e基R.幼年i吻月R巌ger

α撮i J Fとnon.

The C2 team, Capal)ly managed by L“庇O’-

B′ie", WaS affectionately known as the ”C

Drunks●’, a label血at quickly evaporated when血ey

took血e field. Despite being entered five weeks

late into the competition, this collection of
一’fluorescent fireballs” managed to finish the

SeaSOn in third position. The team comprised T

Ha初M BきくllocもL. 0’Bタカ職, D. Anhe写M O’-

Shea, A. Ho肋e, A. Nea手R. Gales,且Ross, J

PIひたhom駕P Ga朋eγ andJ. Pe〃y

Unfortunately,血e best laid plans of having an

all-Frankston grand final went §adly astray. despite

the fact that both teams won their §emi-final

matches. Cl defeated Cekerus 3/l whilst C2 had

a good win over Dandenong 7/3. In血e preliminary

final L成e O’Brie証team narrowly lost to Cer-

berus lO/7 whilst in the grand final De職お

Bea撮〃10融b team were convincingly defeated by

血e lads from HMAS Cerl鵜ruS. Denis recalls that

Cekerus ”recruited” a ”gun.一pitcher and血e rest is

Ⅲstoサ

There is no doubt血at being a member ofei血er of

血ese teams would have tx3en an eXPerien∞ and it is

a credit to bo血”skippers’一that law and order was

malntained throughout血e season. vell, almost.

Players at血e Club during血e 80’s included血e

め1○○w血g:

C love, AI AI暮denbn, M Saleeba, A. Jones, M.

Lidde4　G. Ulme軍G. 1彬IIs, R. Cheesma均H

S話やso職, T O’Brien, M. B"lわck J Polla均P

Stevens, M K伽ge基N V棚肪沈e革L O’Brien, T

7Z)!αIりDaniel O’Brie巧Domi乃ic O’Brien. B.

HαI均J. PIり肋ov職的N J池わeb匂G. Co附もA.

P棚ohase, S. P〃鳩hase. D. 1施般基材. O’Bγね", P

1彬ston, W O’Brie競, D. DickeI; P 7Zl南端P

Coqpe青A. αa庇; J. Ahe朋, D. Co肋e男“ Hol-

桝es, M O’銑ea, P Ad枕gion, T Ha触, L. C朋gタ

J. GαめれP Glo勝男D.鋤npson, P McGm賜G.

Gib胱男J. Fer′ひれ, R. 1陀IIs, M Zam, P Ga朋e基D.

鋤a棚ha均S. Schneide事G. Pe〃男D. B!話のP

GillaタをD. Jone$, S. McCわl履A. Nea鼻P

Rfnge' G.鋤扇鋤J. Lanca醜男A. Richa成れF

Scalzo, S. Ashle男S. Bea〃朋肌4 D. Bea糊O。海G.

Eva職$ R. Hoga均JV: Jo職e$ L∴胸板餌, m V陀聴

ふ1脇iiehead P Hamilto叫ぶl胸桝e∬l少

往き
丁H各1990’s

Before proceeding wi血a ou址ne of血e events and

activities of people com∞ted wi心血e Club du血g

血e past six years, it is appropriate血at sone con-

Sideradon be given to a constant factor in our daily

lives - Change.

Change for many people can be quite a prbblem

in血at it can be threatening and result in a variety

Of problems for an individual and/or an organisa-

tion. On血e o血er hand,血ere aIe血ose people who

respond positively to various changes -血ey realise

血at血ere is a need for change, develop an interest

in血e proposed change, Plan血eir strategies, and

Subsequently adopt whatever is proposed.

Whilst血e Club has been for巾nate in retaining

many senior players and supporter§,血variわly血e

time will come when such players and supporters

will either re血℃ Or become invoIved in other

recreational and sporting pursuits. Pe血aps血e血ne

has arrived whereby血e Club may need to all∞ate

time to plan for血e future.

The 90’s has seen血e Club ma血tain its competi-

tive attitude in the senior and junior divisions of

血e Dandenong B aseball As§OCiation competition.

Premierships have been restricted to血e A Grade

in 1991 (its fifth),血e first D Grade in 1990 and血

the 5on year血e first for血e Under 12’s. The A’s



Club Coaches so far have been DaIツI Dic庇'

Damian搬肋ahan, α「is Love and Ma庇A)書くお手

io競.

Michele W軌融er took over as Club Secretary

from Sαe Nicolao# in 1991.

Since 1994 Tさe-ball has gained considerable

momentum Wi血over 60 youngsters and血eir

ParentS invoIved in activities on a Sunday moming.
It is to be hoped血at many ofthese youngsters w皿

ProgresS血ough血e junior ranks and become血e

Senior players of tomorrow.

As血e 50th AnIliversary Year, 1995 has had a

SPceial significance. A Luncheon was held at血e

Club on 25 JuIle and was a great success,血e
”recollections’一of Rod McCわlめnd Joh" Cγichめれ

and John O’Br諺n were not only interes血g but

highly entertaining. The Amiversary Dinner on 5

Augu§t at血e Frankston RSL and血e ”Old Bu締邪

Match.● on 27 August were equa11y succe§Sful in

celebra血g血e Club’s “Golden Jut胤ee.’一

1995 saw the A Grade once aga血play血g in血e

finals but血e expectadon of a組ng in血e 50血year

did not come about wi心血e team going down止血e

first semi final to血e eventual premiers Berwick.

A Gl.ade - 1995

Back Pow: E Se=eck, G. Finney阜ConelI, D. Dicke「 M. A=anson, D. Stephens, C. Cox, S. Purchase

Front Row: C. 」ove, M. Klinger, M. Anderton 〈Captainrooach), S. Myles, A. BしrttOn



John Crighton shows his style 〈w肌WOOd〉 at the

5Oth Anniversary OId Buffe「s Game

Players at血e Club dur血g血e 90’s have included

血e fbl重ow血g:

M A胸棚o巧P Ad搬gton, M A競くわ同職, Ⅴ

ÅI捌e男S. Be側はnO巧M Bowm, R. Bmo応, A.

Bタ。脇, D. Bwcca, G. Cil扇競a4 G C′qp妨R.

Cめ′ねP Cb競e弘G. Cb肋r4 C Cb坤F DaγItIgh,

G. Dav料D. Dic庇事G. Do裏(glas, P Dwnc伽, P

Dαm, R. Dav互S.励Iis, G.軌跡J励彬l鼻M

Fa融部e鯵G I翫鵬男軍Fめ脚タふFb此れのin, P

Glo〃r" T Good「ich, M Gre鮎le男禦Ha職so", M

Holmes, G H調所B. H悌脇, R. Hoga均A. Jbne$ D.

九肋es, M K枕ge青山ム耽casie革M Leo, C Love,

P McGItI碕O. Maめれe, R. M肋e励d4 C硬yf料,

ふ砂Ie阜J NゆすM O増Iお肌W O’Bγien, P

O ’Cb朋o基G. Owen$ A. Pl元fue, S. P重Irfue, A.

Richa疎Ma脇ew O’Brie巧　C Anderto職, R.

AIlくわr!0露, N. S心細eba, M Saleeba, S. Sch職e高め事D.

Scou, F Selleck, D. Si)npSO競, J.部gmonl, D.

Siqhe噂, L l胸板e坤, D. 1胸鳩o均7: V物露o均m

l′陥t旬M脇lみS. Whiiehea匂州W眈脇e東

What′s in a Name?

There are many weird and wonde血l血eories of

how Clubs get血eir nicknames and coIors, m狐y

Of which have changed down血rough血e years.

In the 1940’§ Essendon Football Club became

known as the一一Bombers" because of the cIo§e

ProXimity of its ground, “Windy Hill”. to the Es-

sendon Airport. Tullamarine Auxport did not exist

at this stage. As far as Essendon’s coIors are con-

cemed,血e Club was recently informed by Mわhael

Mqles!one (Hi§torian at Essendon Football Club)

that red and black were the favourite coIors of the

McCmc鳥en Family who lived in血e district in血e

1870’s. Alex,血e son ofa Scottish inmigrant from

Ayrshire, later became血e first secretary of血e

Essendon Football Club (then in血e VFA) at血e

tender age of fifteen years !

In血e early days血e FraIlkston Football and

Cricket Club’s adopted血e colors red and black.

The reason for doing so remains a mystery As血e

Frankston Baseball Club originated at the

Frankston Cricket Club, One Can Only presume血at

the baseball club followed the cricket club’s lead

and adopted血e §ame COIors.

h笹ら,w,.
known to many members, may have originated as

a result of having血e sa皿e COIors as血e Essendon

Football Club. Of course血e ““Bombers” is rarely

used血ese days a§血e “Tbmatoes” has talren over

- PreSumねly as a result of hav血g red as one of血e

Club’s o餓cial colors and血e fact血at a fonner

Player. 7Z,ny 7Z,!a′0, became known as ’一Tbmmy

TbmatO”. mai血y because of his name and血e fact

血at his fa血er grew tomatoe§ in his backyard!
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